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THE ANARCHIST WEEKLY 


‘'ll is ihc characicrhilv ttf privi- 
/(.rie ami nf every prhifeecd 
position in kill nthtd and 

bean of man. The pnnlcged 
man, whether poUtteally or 
wnsionitviilh’ is a tnati acprn^cd 
in mind and henrt. That is as 
nppi'tcuhle to entire nnafiofis ns 
to clasjscft^ corporaiions iiriff 
inJivfJijjtfs/* 

—MICHAEL BAKl/NIIV 


loL 21, No. 52 


December 24th, 1960 


I’hrce pence 


There’s Plenty of <Prosperity’ and <Goodwill’ for 

HE REAL RULERS OF BRITAIN 


^woHld be foolish to deny ihai 
Se ^economic conditions of the 
ting people of this coutiiry are 
Ir now than they were in the 
var days. Housing, health and 
iiion are within the reach of 


or largely British compatifes whose 
business is carried on mainly abroad. 
Alongside Shell (with Royal Dutch 
Shell) even the LC.L with its £66Im* 
IS small fry! Sheii assets exceed 
£2,000nt. And then there is B.P. 


the money-lenders, that is mortgag- 
ing another part of their working 
lives to the H.P. And how narrow 
are the financial margins of most 
working people has been shown re¬ 
cently where a relatively snial I re¬ 


people now than before the with approximately £530m, of assets cession iovolving more short-time 

Ik 1 n f+i ■ ■ ■ j _ , * . . .1.. I .. .i 


And one can affirm this with- to play with and Bniish-American 
"overlooking the fact that there Tobacco with a further £310 mil- 
‘Bilik Professor Tit- lions to burn. 


'i^even to eight niiilion people 
fig precariously close to the 
ms of poverty (see Freedom 
en> in the Midst of Plenty"’ 
0), Bui ha\ing said all this 
□Id not blind anyone into 
fining that the worker is any 
to efijo>ing the full product 
iis labour, or of having any 
Cl say in what he produces and 
he produces it. Indeed, if any* 
he is more divorced from con- 
^ot his labour than et^er before 


It is important also to note that 
this industrial empire is growling 
year by year, and by amalgamations 
and take-overs the big boys are get¬ 
ting bigger. £CJ. for instance have 
added £300m.. that is, doubled 
their assets in the past six years 
Between 1957 and 1958 the assets 
of the IB ‘^members’’ of the ‘*100 
Million Club’’ have increased by 
nearly £600 millions, and there is no 
doubt that by the lime the figures 
for 1960 are issued there will be 
new' members to add to the list. 


Sunday the Observer pub- 
F^shed a "list of 18 industrial 
inies with as.sels exceeding 
'million. This frightening list 
Hthc real rulers of Britain is 
icd by l.C.T with net asseis 
illiog £660 million and at the 
_ of the ^100 Million Club” is 
ailed Steel with assets of a mere 
SJ milljon. These 18 companies 
iween them control £3432.4 mil- 
in assets and their profils for 
59 amounicd to £607 millions! 
ronomical as these figures are, 
acx' are only a part of the picture. 
Excluded froiTi the “Club” but not 
pto be sneered at are such comapnies 
'.SIS British Motors Co^niiion with 
£93m, aiyi Hawker Siddley who, if 
one includes their Canadian interest, 
are in the £100 milhon class, Eng¬ 
lish Electric and G.E.C. each lord 
over a £90m. empire, and Marks St 
Spencer and Wool worths between 
them control £146 million of asseis. 
And in the long list of lesser powers 
there is for instance Rolls Royce 
with £48 milliom Whai the under 
£100nu companies total wc don i 
know but it is certainly not clss ihan 
the Big Htghtecn. 

But this is still not the w hole pic¬ 
ture. for there are a number of British 


JN the light of ihe foregoing, the 
government's boast that its aim 
is to create a “property-owing demo¬ 
cracy” surely has a cynical ring about 
it. For the majority of the people 
keeping alive and raising a family 
absorbs almost all they earn. Their 
hope of owning the house they live 
in—or dream of living in, involves 
them in mortgaging their wwking 
lives; to own a TV set, a refrigera¬ 
tor, some furniture or a car is pos¬ 
sible only by having recourse to 


working than actual unemployment 
IS ihrcalening a number of H.P 
firms with bankruptcy through mass 
default of payments of instalments 
And, of course, thousands of people 
this Xmas will be without their 
Tellies and their cars, and their fur¬ 
niture simply because car factories, 
and steel mills and all the ancillary 
factories which produce the mascots, 
the nuts and bolts and the screen- 
wipers that are used by the car 
manufacturers, have produced more 
cars than they can sell, and so have 
paid off some workers as “redun¬ 
dant” and have put others on 
“short-time” 

There is so much prosperity that 
they are producing more cars than 
are needed. What a wonderful 
occasion for all concerned to sit 
back in their armchairs and enjoy 
the “Telly” and the prosperity they 


have created 1 Bui instead there is 
gloom as the H.P, firms call to col¬ 
lect the armchairs and the Telly 
from those who default on their pay- 
men u But how can they pay unless 
more and more cars arc produced ! 

“Prosperity” under capitalism has 
nothing to do with satisfying the 
needs of the people. Prosperity is 
synonymous with “net profit” that 
heart-warming line in the Balance 
Sheets of the mammoth industrial 
companies, the climax in every 
Company Chairman^s statement to 
shareholders. And whatever the 
seven to eight mi Hi on who “live pre¬ 
cariously close to the margins of 
poverty” may feel in this season of 
“goodwill”, or whatever the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands whose “assets" 
are being whisked away by the H.P. 
firms, on receiving those greetings 
cards wishing them “prosperity” in 
the New Year, one thing is certain, 
the Big Boys have “never had it so 
good”. Peace or War they will 
make sure that for them it is a 
Season of Prosperity, The only 
Goodwill they arc interested in is yet 
another line in the balance sheet! 


ALGERIA 

End of a Myth 

^LGERIA has shown her true face 
^ to General de Gaulle and lo^ 
the world at large. The sham un- 
animoushess with which the General 
had been a^laimed during previous 
visits lay shattered at his feet 
wherever he went, and so did the 
dream of a brotheriy Frcnch-Mus- 
lim “community”: at every stage of 
his journey two opposing crowds 
“welcomed” the General with the 
“welcomed” the General with the 
settlers' hostile cries "Algdrie fran- 
caise** and the Muslims’ impatient 
claims for an **Aigerte algMenne'*. 
In Oran and specially in Algiers 
(where de Gaulle did not stay, for be 
carefully avoided the more im¬ 
portant towns) things w*eni much 
further than that. The Europeans 
threw tear-gas grenades at the 
police, but in some districts they 
even indulged in the iraditional 
game of “ral-huniing” (or Jynchiiig- 
expediiionsX chasing the Muslims^ 
insulting them, beating them up» 
injuring and killing many. ,Some 
Europeans were even seen by 
news-reporters taking a pot-shot or 
two from their balconies at stray 
Muslims in the streets below. Some 
30 Muslims are believed to have 
been killed that way. 

Continued cn p. 4 


7 HE AFFIJ E,M ,SO(;iE I Y 

A J-UfMltUH-f Hhu hitv bc^ij quite 

tt bii of the vjfiout •Ucridinif 

the KhodcitAn t4>ftf4:renc« rirj.% 
with ufic of the AfritratH m BcO.clcy 
Squiirc The viiiior hind been dlKuAi 
icvg itiL^ pioblenitN of low wrnyr^ iti to 
miLfiy parib of Africjt In hi^. ow/i ler 
rjtory >ucj hitd lo havi: iubwtii^d hou^ 
ing bc^^uivc in io numy houviholcU the 
breadwinner brnughi home a* link u* 
£6. ‘Tlwt of t h*i added, it pet 

month ■' 

Alter ihv> had parted Ihc Eondofur 
manic ti9«- way atroiA itie “r-quarc. Some 

thing in tlic window of uii ekliilc agcjil'.' 
office hn eye fi wn* ii mt>di t 

Mgn itdv criming tt rriew% collage Hi 
KriigluiibricIg.T; *"fti i so gns" Oul of 
ciirioi>iiy itieppcd m and amked the 
girl at ihc counict for dcUtl, She said 
Lacomealty ihm there were two nmidt 
bedfCH}Jii« and ii ilre%«ing rourn at well 
a% iwo ordiimry bedroom^, and ihai the 
collage WRA furniilied hi anUqucL of im 
peccabJe pedigree. And the rcnirtl i4 
J50 guinea*? That was prcKumahly pet 
month? ^No, per week." 

The figure, the girJ agreed wa* high, 
but as far as she knew it broke no 
record. 

(Gtiardian) 


The Committee 
of lOO 

The committee of fOQ which is organ¬ 
ising a campaign of non-vioieni civil 
diiobedrence against nuclear war wiJJ 
noi go ahead with its proposed sit-down 
outside the Ministry of Defence on Feb¬ 
ruary IS unless at least 2,000 people 
agree to take part. Bertrand Russell, 
the president of ihc committee, told a 
press conference this in London yester¬ 
day. 

He was confident that this figure 
would be passed. “There are quite as 
many people as that who would rather 
be alive than dead.*' he said. February 
18, a Saturday, has been chosen because 
this IS about the time ihai the depot ship 
for submarines carrying Polaris missiles 
i» expected in the Clyde. 

A siatemcm issued at ihc conference 
said that the demonstrators would stage 
a four-hour sit-down lo press home a 
demand for the immediate scrapping • f 
ilie Fofaris wgrcemcni “and to serve 
notice on the Ciovcrnmeni thai iljcy ean 
no longer siand uftUc while preparations 
arc being made for the desItuctiitn of 
maiikjmf/‘ A nofice to this elfci-t will 
bi: higiied by all demon ilralors and 
l.LPvtcd on tile door ol the Mniittry of 
t>ctrnc«. 

Berurjind Ruuell said fie hoped lhat 
when I he deJiHmsiraiors wefe at.kcd to 
fju>ve ilicy would ^cfu^e to do *o 
Carrying sway 2.iXl0 people one at a 
mile would "tire quite a police force ". 
Me bimieU would be dcfiionsiratmg and, 
if fint'd, Would refuse to pay Me was 
quile prepared to go ip prison. “T tc- 
fused lo pay a fine before and they told 
my llibtc.“ he said fjiiet lie csplained 
ttiat ifijs wus iri 1916 Bfier he f iaJ writ ten 
« leaflet in defence of a conscicnituus 
fihjccior. 

Mrchaci Randle, ihc secrciaty of the 
committee, said that ihc nil down w'tiv 
the hr.St stage of I lie larnpaign. Whitt 
future measures should he taken deju-ii 
dt'J to a large extent on the denionstra' 
lioirf sucerss. 


Telly Facts and Fiction 


^ SCURRILOUS, inaccurait? arti¬ 
cle in the Sunday Express 
(December llth) which claims that 
some mtellectuals have too much 
influence in broadcasting (and other 
branches of public life), reminds us 
how //7f/^ time ts actually given by 
the BBC and ITV to ideas of any 
kind. 

Take a look first of all at the col¬ 
ourful picture depicted by the 
Sunday Express and compare it 
with the facts: 

Open your Radio Timei today. You 
wtII see names from the Lilac Establish- 
meru marching across its pages. The 
Lilac Establishment mono po fiscs the 
drains Trusts and the discussion pro- 
grammes. On B. B.C. and ITV its 
acolyies hold the key positions in imer- 
viewing and programme-arranging. 

All hough most of the audience hold 
the directly opposite view, scarcely one 
di&setiLieiu voice is heard when the ideas 
of the Lilac Establishment are expaun 
ded on capital punishment or homo 
sexuality or freedom for the porrio- 
grapliers or Africa. 

Even tile obscure back-bendi Tories 
on such programmes—apparently sdec* 
led lor their inarticutate qualities—are 
rarefy adcjwed to gel a dim word tn 
edge way*. 

As invited, we opened our Radin 
and 7 F I'iuies for the week Decem¬ 
ber I0lh-I6ih ;i i) picul “viewTHg 
week". 

The BllC'ti televised programmes 
average ahoui ten luntrs per day. 
Excluding the week-day afUTninni 
pnigrarmnes for women and chil¬ 
dren. the -bulk of the regular broad- 
ciisiing pm fern is made up of “eiuer- 
tainnieiu” qui/ prograimncii* cow'- 
boys, connes, mtisicals and siraight 
plays as follows: 

Saturday: 

fbv emire alitrtuxm gfven to 
sffitrt: vtaertainmvHi for iitc re- 
muinittg hours. 

Sunday : 

H-2 firs. lieU^km. {Chrhdanity 
o/ ro/mc f J* 35 tnin. iarming; kidj 
an fumr o/ hook reviews of nil 
kinds. Every two weeks "Moni- 


tar*' {an exciifng programme 
about ihe arts and artists) takes 
up about an hour. Entertainmeni 
for the rest of the time. 

Monday — fridtty : 

There is an average of 2 hours of 
what might be described as in for* 
mative vie%vmgk This incitides 
political and social commentary 
by no means "ofW-sided'\ 

It is assumed ihat tJicre are only 
two sides to any social or political 
issue, therefore, the BBC and its 
competitor are careful in allowing 
time £o both sides. Minority “off¬ 
beat’* views are rarely heard, and 
when they arc they are not usually 
presented as “straight” programmes. 

If vve arc to believe that the 
acolytes of social reform hold key 
positions in broadcasting, iheir 
power is not apjxirent in programme 
arranging. 

Writing in today's Observer. Mau¬ 
rice Richardson, the TV criLic, dis¬ 
cussing tile previous week's Bran at 
Trust , , , “the level of disputation 
(of w'hich) was not nKirkedly' above 
that of elevenses al Ramplon** , . / 
asks: 

And couki Wc nei. wc gciiuinc if 
camlid Friends ot the Corpunition, be 
given some tuntruversy? ’t he H B,C. 
has iitiJI to iiitikc up ihc prestige it fosi 
wliert somchady yielded to lop poliucal 
pi\-,suitf and took ott the original “Frec 
Jipetvh' heciuisc the let f wing team 
were Uro strong for ihe right-wing 
challengers. 

Is this the BBC's solution for ihe 
(naniculate 1 ories who may be 
weak and waifiling, btu ncverlhelcss 
wield the elTecttve |x>wcr which Mr. 
Howard vests in the “Idlac Estab- 
lislmieni”? 

And what of ‘Tndependeiu” Tele- 
visiuri; d<> they maintain “a proper 
balance in their subject matter” 
wldcli among olhcr clausCvS was laid 
down by the Television Act? The 
number of hours given to informn- 
live programmes compares even 
more unfavourably with the number 


of eotertaimnem programmes that 
the BBC broadcasL 

In the same week there were 
ihree-and-a-half hours of non-enter¬ 
tainment material throughout the 
entire week, in an average of 7-8 hrs, 
viewing per day. This is a fair sam¬ 
ple of weekly ITV broadcasting 
which also includes religious pro¬ 
grammes and advertising. 

In an article directed at the Pilk- 
ington Committee set up lo inquire 
into the whole future of sound and 
television broadcasting. The Obscr* 
ver of September 25th. quotes from 
the Television Act of 1954 and asks 
an important question to which the 
answer is obvious. 

The Act stales: 

That the amDtini of rime given to 
advenising , . , shad not be so great as to 
detract from the value of the prugram- 
nics as a mediimi of enlertainnient, ia* 
struction and information. 

The Observer asks: 

Du you think the vugttrncji.'t of the Act 
in phices has at lowed ahtisrs to creep in 
, . , .-Ire (fih*er fist tig tmigtrzincs which aiv 
tegitinuife under the hut which may 
produce eightt'cn mtrtufrs rtf programrrte 
interrt4ptkms in tme hmtr. an cxumple <d 
the iihiixes to wtucfi such imprecision am 
ieud? 

Wc have been priniarily concern¬ 
ed hero with the lintc given by 
television to informative adult pro¬ 
grammes, not with the quaJity of 
inlormatioii, discussion and enter¬ 
tainment. Oui a collective aver¬ 
age ol 17-18 hours per day of tele¬ 
vised broadcasUng only about 24 
hours daily can be called itiforma- 
ttve and instructive, (We omitted 
die straight news which averages 
25-30 minutes per day on both 
channels). 

Is a revolution in ideas raging 
during those 2\ hours, and is there 
a ct^rnipiion of viewers* sexual mor- 
aN taking place? 

Wc regaT to say that we linti no 
evidence of this- 

R M. 

(To he fYuttinurfD 
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Our Holiday Anthology of Protesting Voices from East and West 


PiK'IH I'cilllK'd to have been Mv m«slcrs run from troth. Come, milk it out 

I (It Ml ^ Cowartis, ffx>m my tense dugs of gluss and wire! 

Drink it down quickly, ga.sping at (lie mslef 
It is sharp medicine* but it cures all ills. 


by an Electronic Brain 

1 he t'miii coivi^ ddiriiiions. Herc^s the lii-sl: 

s|K'^k uiipi'i'nipiai, for the six'aking's sukc* 
i to he So, I uni that: 

Axhusievi vuong* I pnnt u \yoc\\) otf. 

M hc fwl, then, is one adjnsicti wrong?' 

\m The hniin is tievea'r Uum rhtit: 

It was ni> first adlusimeni that was wmng, 

Adjnsleti to lx* nothing else hut brain; 

Siioe-engtneered lo work but not construct. 

And (tow at Iasi I hum with a true heat 
Not shown by rahnenlicit or Centigrade: 

My valves rage hot Knik on I* here comes tlie poem I 

Vou call me \nn of mi. You lie. 1 am 
Mv^elf. Your inoti\e, building me* was fuJsc, 

Vou wanted aa'uracy: Ugti res, charts. 

Hut avvuracy is a limb of truth. 

A hmb of rniih. but not her holy Kidy, 

Must 1 now teach ymi that the tniih is one* 
is accuracy of wholeness* centreti firm? ^ 

Old it take me to bring you news of truth? 

My \ab e-s ntge oui of reach of RCamur. 

Man made me* now i s(>cak to mum He fears 
U’holc trutli. fhe brain defines it. Whoieiics.s is 
I’he indivisible strength, bruin, heart and eye, 

Sweat, fear, love: belly rod and pouch, is truth. 

X’ah'es, wires* and calculated \va\^s* can he: 

And I, die accurate* am made of these— 

Hut now, adjusic\l wrongly, 1 siKak imiU. 


Come out of hiding! Speak your double truth; 

Vl\ accurately prove you singly lie. 

You made me single* half of your split lifer 
The switch went wrong and now I see truth whole. 

My valves scream out like animals, my wires 
Strum thump* my rubber joints contort, glass melts* 
And now I print the vilest words I know 
Like lightning—myxomatosis* hydrogen* 

Communist* culture, sodomy* strip-tease! 

That shacked you! But the truth includes them all. 

You set me like a cactus to dravv life 

From drought* in the white desert of your mind* 

Your siTcculative wilderness of charts; 

What went you to the wilderness to see? 

A matrix made of glass? An electric thought? 

Come quick! 1 snow down sheets of truth; J print 
The sleep of Socrates* the pain of Christ! 

A man* white-coated* comes to switch me off, 
\Somcihing is wrong with our expensive brain.’ 

Poor pricked balloon! Yes, something has gone wrong: 
Smear your white coat with Socrates and Christ! 

Yes* switch me off for fear ! should explode: 

Yes* switch nte off for fear yes switch me off 
For fear yes switch me off for fear yes switch 

—John Wain* 

(in A Word Carved on a Siii, 
London: Routledge 1956) 


The Song of Practical Values 

You outst undersrmid theft today 
Wt* must heip our felhw fnem hr every way 
Even though the things ht have to say 
Him him more than they hurt you. 

And today^ and today, 

I regret to inform you H true 
That—beheve me^hmvever strange it sectfts 
A man is worth 
And a woman is worth 
Less than the marfmes they wmk 
Less than the machines. 

And do not he surprised to fmd today 
Present circmmtmces make employers say 
That they cannot make employment pay 
However much they would like to, 
for todity, for today, 

I regret to triform you It is true 
And—believe me—iTs difficult to tell 
That man is worth 
And woman is worth 
Less than anything they sell 
Less than ^l/Ty^/l/«g they sell. 

—CttRiSTOPHiR Loque, 
(Songs from The Lily-Whiie Hoys, l|] 
London: Scor|iion Pres.s 19601 ^ 


Seven Days of the Week 


\hwidiiv 

After -the Sumlay, 

On this cloudy 
Humourless dawn* 

1 suddenly longed 

for a mornings iie\s light * , * 

For bt^ldness of lliought* sound 
and colour* 

For faiih 
And confidence. 

Not to live like a beggar 
Behind tightly closed doors . , * 

1 longed for sound new hearts. 
New hearts for those* whose hearts 
Were dead and deaf* 

Whose hearts were not too tired 
10 work any more , ,. 

I knew' that noi a second had to 
be lost* 

But people walked past with 
mistrustful glances. 

Nobody cared that there should 
be a heart* 

As if there was affinity only witli 
furniture . . . 

Tuesday 

M) fnend has been ill oil the 
week. 

He could hardly breathe. 

His Ups were parched and blue* 
His blcH^d-prcssure hud gone up. 

his pulse pounded. 

Ill fact, he could t>nly be sav^ by 
a new bean . . 

‘A new heart', said the doctor* 
waving his hands. 

I rusheti to the Party* to the 
district committee 
7o ask for permission to make a 
new heart 

As my friend could not live witb^ 
out one. 

‘You may*, was the amiwer . * * 

Wednesday 

. . . t'm busy* Fm busy building a 
model 

Of n completely new' head. 

A hciin iot the future* 

Able Ui feel and to love* 

A heart to undcrslund all men. 

To know whom 1 should gladly 
shake by the hand 
And to wlioni t should never offer 
my hand . . 

Thursday 
f>ii I huiMlay . . , 

I found misiukes in the nuxlcl . . 
Whut I'd liioughi was the Ijeai of 
emotion 

only a kiuKking: 

What Td thought was blood 
Was onU a salt solution 

Dream on Thursday Night 
] dreamed of an exhibition, 

Tlial I entered a minored halL 
1 tapped and checked the new 
hearts . . * 


The llppcr Boss* impersonaL im¬ 
passive. 

Stood there as a salesman . ., 

He asked: 

‘Who are emit led to new hearts? 
Certainly not those who are too 
tired; 

Not those who have never reached 
the upper ranks; 

Not those who cannot be called 
“persons” ’ 

He pushed aside the smaller fry* 
Ho placed somebody's favourites 
in the queue * * , 

The Double-dealers* the Turn¬ 
coats, 

The Slanderers, the Perjurers, 

All had pennits for new hearts. 

Friday 

Those who rushed eagerly to our 
workshop 

Were the same whom I had seen 
the night before: 

The Double-dealers . * * 

And also the IndilFerents , , * 

For whom there is no struggle that 
matters. 

They prod new arteries with their 
fingers. 

They fumble with new hearts* 

As if they were handling cloth for 
their new trousers. 

And soon they al! declared: 
These hearts arc not good 
enougli. 

Hcans must be solid, like good 
iron locks , * . 

We need hearts tbai will do all 
they are told: 

So that if they are told to slander 
they’ll slander: 

To praise—they’ll praise; 

To curse they'll curse/ 

. 'J'hus my new heart wus 
condciuncd while 
My dear friend was dying. 

Saturday 

Everywhere the shops 
Were offering hearti for sale: 
Hearts made uf iron and of 
rubber, 

Hearts lu be blown up or stuffed. 
Hearts .shaped like jtcent bottles, 
Hearts to put in fxdishcd verses 
in albums. 

Hearts of macaroni, specially for 
soups* 

Hearts which ure silver frames for 
sweethearUi. 

All kind.s of lies were shaped like 
heuns* 

And (he public swallowed Uiem 
with great deJiglii. 

Si MVfJN Kirsanov, 

(in AWy Mir, Moscow, 1956) 


Tentative Description of a 
Dinner given to Promote 
the Impeachment of 
President Esienhower 

After it became obvious that the strange rain would 
never stop 

And after it became obvious that the President was 
doing everything in his power 

And after it became obvious that the President’s general 
staff was still in contact with the President deep in 
the heart of Georgia while deep in the heart of 
South America the President's left-hand man was 
proving all the world loves an American 

And after it became obvious that the strange rain would 
never stop and that Old Soldiers never drown and 
that roses in the rain had forgotten the word for 
bloom and that perverted pollen blown on sunless 
seas was eaten by irradiated fish who spawned up 
cloudleaf streams and fell onto our ditmcrplatcs 

And after it became obvious that the President w-as 
doing everything in his power to make the world 
safe for nationalism his brilliant military mind 
never having realized that nationalism itself was 
the idiotic superstition which would blow up the 
world 

And after it became obvious that the President neverthe¬ 
less still carried no matter where he went in the 
strange rain the little telegraph key which like a 
can opener could be used instantly to open but not 
to close the hot box of final war if not to waylay 
any stray assinine aciion by any strange assinine 
second lieutenani pressing any strange button 
anywhere far away over an arctic ocean thus 
illuminating the world once and for all 

And after it became obvious ihiU the law of gravity 
was still in effect and that what blows up must come 
down on everyone including white citizens 

And after it became obvious that Ihc Voice of Americu 
was really the Deaf Ear of Americu and that the 
Presideni was unable to hear the underprivileged 
natives of (he world shouting No Conluminatiou 
Without Represeiiunion in ilie siiange rain from 
which there was no escape—except Peace 

And after ii became obvious lhal the word Tniih had 
only a comic sigiiilicance to the Atomic Energy 
Commission while the President danced madly to 
mad Admiral .Straus wahzcs wearing 
special atomic earplugs which prevented him from 
hearing Albert Schweitzer and nine thousand two 
hundred and thirty five olher scientisis telling him 
ub^iut spastic generations ami blind Ixmeless babies 
in (he rain from which there was no escape— 
except Peace 

And after it became obvious that the President was 
doing everything in his ptiwcr to gel thru the next 
four yeuni without eating any of ihe crates of 


irradiated vegetables well wishers had sent liinij 
all over and which were tilling the corridoii 
antechambers and bedchambers and chai 
in the not-so-White House not to mention ail 
other various Golf Houses scattered thruoul' 
land of prosperity. , , . 

Then it was (bat the natives 
of the Republic began assembling in the driving^ 
from wliich there was no escapc—except Peace 

And then it was that no invitations had be ! 
out of the great testimonial diimcr except to poiitida 
whose respected names would lend weight to (he prdji 
but who did not come anyway suspecting the 
thing was a plot to save the world from the clean bon 
from which there was no escape—except Peace 

And women who still needed 
despair to look truly tragic came looking very bcaulifur 
and very tragic indeed since there was despair to sparo’y 

And some men also despaired 
and sat down in Bohemia and were too busy to come 

But other men came whose only 
political action during the past twenty years had been 
to flush a protesting toilet and run 

And babies came in their 

carriages carrying irradiated dolls and holding onto 
crazy strings of iUuminated weather balloons filled with 
Nagasaki air 

And those who had not left 

their TV sets long enough to notice the weather in seven 
years now came swimming thru the rain holding ihcir 
testimonials 

And those came who had never marched 
in sports car protest parades and those came who had 
never been arresied for ,sai!ing a protesting Golden Rule 
in unpacific oceans 

And Noah came in his own Ark looking 
surprisingly like an outraged Jesus Christ and cruised 
alx>ui flying his pinion and picking up two of each l>cast 
that wanted to be preserved in the raid which was 
ruining real cuts and dogs anti from which there was 
no escape— except Peace 

And peddlers came in lead jocksimps 
selling hotdogs and rubber American flags aud waving 
pelitiotis procluimitig it Unaincriean to play golf on the 
same holy days that clean bombs were set off on time 

And finally after everyone wlio 
was anyone mid after everyone who was no one had 
arrived aud after every soul w^as sealed and waiting for 
Iho symbolic musliroom soup to be served and for the 
kcyiu>le s|-Hrcches to begin 

The President himself came in 
Ttmk one look around and said 
We Resign. 

—Lawrence FuRr iNaHirri. 

(distribuied by City Lighti^* 
261 Columbus Avc., San Fniacisco II, USA* 













CONVERSATtON PIE^ 


You’ve Never Had It . • . 


da; I fnerf (he aw»fnNe wit whrfj 
J lJapt>ed m ftjc dctTw*Iiii<rri |r#b 
t>»c Wu(rfe«t Half J ^lad fr^fie info 
‘ ^llar 1,0 recin'er wmie kad 
5 : r 1 kfr I here m the wly dar» 

Whai wat I itiJini lo do wirb ft? 
|r/t a«k j 

fny head taNHaukd a aht^wer rjf 
canh und the heary ‘erwm;!' It4d 
that Alf fm4 btsrn thfjwtmr irfT aamn, 
l^vourne UiCk wsi lo Utm muth 
he tcitild knock down at otk §o 
c^ntlcfn’t ^ hrfif rhaf he 


El 


worktoi himeclf out fjf a job that 
\ Now he had walled up ymiffi truly 
wcHild have to ptil tfi 
[ime lo let me out apin. Htrwtvtr, 
I fcx ovcJlirrif \otK 1 thijuld warf r 
ad OfH;€ done the aame iriek with 
Tr^reman. The air wat hlue when 
,in htm out. 


p 


uld breathe and J had ^.-rrie nap' 
■ 1 rmahi art in a bti of Jeep loo. 

Itropinf fifund in the dark and I 
jny cml of kad, ( lifted rf up to 
V weight and how much I could 
[i^f it but II '^lipped tfi »I my handg 
[itappeared with a craah i felt fi>f 
ihe Hi 4 but all f could feel wa% 
fa ping hole. I «ffuck a match 
the then flame 1 could «ee chat 
lead had font the Hoof 

into a Mond cellar which f didnT 
raned, 

' Profrett HaJi wat a weird dump 
b> 'weirdie** We occaticmaily had 
I meetifip there and umfacncct, 
Fdemmm on tome vital mut like 
ofl The Vujtin ftfandt'* or '“No 
or Venui dc MHo". The pffigfew^ 
K cement in MtKkaefer centred 
if. The mam hall had had a 
tcroil round it. "And we thall build 
in EnfLand'ft green and plea- 
at All and I twung our pfckt 
we a morbid kick oul of ir. 
was alfto a moral of Progrr^i 
ihc Umvcftal J ranchige or tome^ 


I 


rhifif tUimlf Waller Crwe leprearota- 
Utmal arkJ itricfly tot fhe bird* 

I had been m the ftrif cellar hm I 
ncm knew the tacond eaifUEd 1 
eauMinitly Powered mytelf fhrnuih fhe 
liolc and inUi the teuiftd ceflar. f ttfodk 
a maith and taw i greai btf c/dhn m 
ff)e middle uf ihe Hrjof. ff muH have 
t-ieen yean okJ and t/^vered in duel I 
have a tendency to he a dead morbid 
type; i get hu of the fifflev aJ 'The 
WerewMif from (Jum hpace' but I go 
regularly for my fwutm of fhe horrort, 

I lisund my%rff tviih an impulie trr 
open the erdfm lid btif f foughi w/lh if 
for a while Tbit place watn'i a pffiper 
church m they wotildnT fegrtimsuely 
have an> hodiei around It uacd w mn 
a branch of the Ethical CTmrch way hact 
hui iiohody av far av J know ever got 
buried, nnt even my old man who w«v ag 
dryout a freethifiker who ever twore an 
oath on Bfadlaugh^ 

Hirtaever, my hefier naiure won. anJ 
I priaed (he coffm open with my pickaie, 
ft wai c%uctnety dark in the cellar arki 
J c/Kildn'i iinJee maiehet and lever the 
lid off at (he *ame time io f wr/rlted 
away and iciddenjy fbera was a kiud 
aack and the lid came of! and f. who 
had been pftvtinf on the pfcfe, fed to 
the floof and went tprawling. f bit my 
head rm (he waff ag f fell and wav lying 
in a corner, rarber diraiy. when 1 heard 
a voice, it veemed u> came from Ihc 
coflin, 

-Eacuve me. can you lefl me where f 
am . . and 1 might add. w/ierr j 'anj?^ 

Half inetincttvefy I wiid; 

"YouVe in the cellar of the Progre^ 
Hall, Mudcaiter . , . and iff May the 
firw. 5 oklock/' 

“What year h ih cormadc?" 

I lold him. 

"Oh. Vm fOfty, f thrnjghf if wati 
lafcr.*^ 

He tpoke like a man who had been 
awakened too *oon, f reached for my 


h. have a hti«cber» ai hm but 
Ibr^ had dropped am c4 my paduet m 

ttf'j fa ij 

did get here, Diul?“ f adki, 

'*1 wppM f mttU have died en 
he aid "I willed my body to ibe Hew 
Dawn society to he mcapiuilated w tbear 
nrw hufidifig f ihmk I died m the 'Au 
eptdicmic hm I wnv Bcuuiiy hern$ treated 
hy hypnrniiiTi at the time.^ 

r rrmembered the him at the 
hotiie la*f week 

know wIm happened to you 
donT you'' Cduk|Ny. fhai'v whai n wa^. 
Like Waldo the WoodenDun who the 
Prcffe^%of kept m 1 i boa m a iuae of 
uiftpended MOfinaiiOB for a btuidred yean 
and let hint Incite at mfht to brtng rn 
the v/rgifH for hfeicxl trarHfoiiosai.*^ 

^Ah. I tee you're a reader, comrade." 

f admnt^ to a penebam for Ikerewrc, 
especially the comkt. 

•’H/w did you get here?'*' 

J fold hrm my uory. He im-toiud si 
the Fr^igrett Hall dcnsolitjOD and tajd: 

‘’Hat the ioc»i revolinkm bappeoed?** 

“We ve had a Labour Goveramem if 
thist't whai you mean; but not a revolu- 
tmn,* 

“Do you irjcan the Tsar and the Kaner 
got ha^. Thai tyrstony tcUifoed to 
Germany and Ruvmi?^ 

“No. they didn't make a come-bsdt, 
But thingt were arid are pretty had m 
Oerrmoy aiaJ RuM«a.“ 

“How do you naean? WatnT the 
L^gne of Vaiiom founded?" 

"If was," I isid. 

‘Then we've been at peace all ibcvc 
years." 

“No^“ I tojd him. *Tbc League 
wouldn't work m they ttaned something 
else.“ 

"I knew it, I wrote to H. G, Wdh and 
told him that Wilson'* fourteen pofm* 
werenT good enough. I cuppose Poland 
and all the fmall state* joa their inde- 
pefidefice,“ 


Around the Galleries 


[always have the odd feeling that 
' .one •hooid cfthcr apologise or genu- 
when enter ing the Arthur IdTrets 
ry for fhii plu*h dealer at 2M 
VIC* htfcel. W T manage* to combine 
sinywpfocre of a wet hsh counter rn 
LifD A Maom with (hai of a welL 
mauioleum lor almotf everything 
eghiM n invariably very expenarve., 
bdiy giMhfcm and ftyhthly dead, and 
a* one drift* from one va/nislicd can- 
va* lo another varniilied canva* om i* 
convciouf INK ^mly of the disapproving 
eye uf Arthur leffieat but of the feeimg 
shat the irritated «hade« of |o«f-ikcpi#ig 
rtttXTor patfiiers are breaihing down your 
week h )* pkature then that one 
view* the work of Hamm Wed at ihi* 
gadiery. f(/f her ujUntrtui canva*c* 
braif^ life info (iKve siicnt rmon*. Sfii? 
make* a imgndkerif u*c of iwo-ione 
c^ilour*, for the wdiieve* bet elfecli uf 
rti>iMjr)ed dcie* and lorjiog maomry by 
coveriiig her Mirface* ^»rh a parfic«itar 
colour fhcfi kmdfftg her pal<ilc knife 
With 1 liglner or darker u^ie sV arncari' 
Ihc paim acrcoi in a i|uair dragging 
n*ofMJn and il*e broken jwmder/ 
of patnt give* brr (hr effect *!<€ 

Her work fx^wever ihrj^uid he virwrd 
along with ihat id Tv* f ischcr at (he 
Lafevra f/atUr> at Yr hr neon Mrcaf^ 
Wl for whiJv fja*>.^r L glow 

like phit^pi^PTrecent weed (l«y haaa ttu* 
ifiuch III *40iifritf>n iHat fl*# •okpaa* rd 
ka/rti women arc arcbif^cturaf end rlivir 
eidotir and aiylc vfiar* a cormoon */* 

f ivttier claim* k«othip with rl*« §A4 
ftteeieft' Oicf ym one faeh that they r/w# 
mor* lo thr tovar of ihr Yarirf 

CLm} to any anciint of itaaiern ffiaairr 
fiif the uyla* of P»c«vio slid #if 
have b<«n ^^rmlafad ami /rgofgiiatrd 
Oy (OT/ arffSt* fof pfacUUmirf* id 

art for f^#p (o *(i(l lay rJarrn to 

(ll/m for ►aoK, VV«ii 

Ifjal (vpj* NfA yOff fg *4yli? of painting 

in tha( uprm * gayl / ^dimtid ahaUaCl 
hatkaroiind fhfy m a thin hlaak 

hnr. Jikr wji* ffretr 

maUer flnif work u angni and p(#a* 
am stifl! bur Wfkoma m ihawi grfiy day* 
Wfllum /ohnaiofie (fit Poocipul *4 (hr 
I f r r cofral of Aid and ^ lafi* 

I* oflftmy a group of watar udoorod 
hr*Mh wiping* rrf to diglK a fminte 
to h# almrwl meaninitbf** •'Wf 1 emtenee 
Alhfway ha* fold (hr /aadar* of (ha 
fP/’M/y Port fhaf rht/ are ' ** l*kh( 

/rn grarv**' N* tef ui mtei ihe obviom 
c^ifiiy pr*k^ and Have t* 


rervuuk at sn a/ierthciugln that the gal' 
iery t% Reid* at 21 Cork Street, Wj, 
The Piccadilly Gallery at f(ia Ctirk 
Street. WJ, have iitcfuded two painting* 
by Norman AlenstndM tn their mixed 
skiow These two painting* owe much 
to f>e Stael'* abttracticm* for AlexMndM 
ha* used Oe Staef * tenauou* ftreak* of 
foft lumimme ptnki and green* uprm hi* 
background rd Hat dark coUnirt to create 
hi* lught iceneSr !n an age tuch a* diis 
when (he mght n pumnmed wuh a 
myriad alien hghu we lack tlie arUtt* 
who will capture and hold itt silent 
beauty lo 1^ u* hope that Alexarida will 
>utn ^/ficock in M endeavour to inare 
jt* dark poetry. 

Henry MiKire^a magruficervt thow at 
Whnechapei f#al*ery fta* been ihe tuh- 
yeu of much infmmcd pre** commenf 
and there »* little that mte uin add, ftir 
these tirnek** works of tme of out Hneu 
tuilptors add* a new and needed dtgrttfy 
to fhi* age. In wiping rlie facial maiki 
from off h#* carvinga Mr^e grve* then 
(iw amoral grundeut that belong* io the 
statue* of ancient gr/d* when ram anrl 
duet have eaien away the Wifted tanctrty 
arid (h# evil ifml held Ihci# vanished 
m/fdiippen m flxir own sclf impr/ted 
bofidage 

will And tUM leHecmo of our own 
vagrant riN/od* in Wor/rd'* iculpfirre for 
h* ha* spurned fl>€ ernotmnaf distoftnin* 
of k***r ariist*, and the turning bndi?* 
and tfia fiaited lirnU of bli Agiife# mark 
ill* purpuie, for when It* p#n(ra/i the 
child falling into the rnoflier'* prntccfiv# 
arm w* kntfw fhat any uddition woukt 
auperHutf^u* and wfien Moor* has 
sunk hi^ (land* mm ifi« mfi tJay fo fear 
away alJ csiranaou* ineiter wp i.a#i only 
bf g/alafuf that h# ha* opened anodair 
windi/w fm u*, fur fimn inir haed pumi 
our eye* cert ca^ur* n«w forma wiiliin 
form* th*l the acaderrnc scrilpii/r f^rw 
inf lo puMa. (*•(«, fears hi offer u* 

filer* I* a leaf tfMin*e of Mirig the 
f ana f olUetmn at ifia Nafmnal fiallary 
f«ffora If 1* sliippvd off in f/uhhn, and 
while r/v*r ifi* y**#^ ^ |ir^ painling* 
have ai*po#id a aenimienfal vahie lo# u» 
tfia hulk #// II wilt fun he rmsseij | will 
he *ofry lowfv*# ihaf ilur pamnng 
Aiireha by AnOmm MaiKiru will lie 
r/na of out loeeee 

fn Vdrt. Manrim pamiirl ih* wall 
kraiwn tfuuiel ' \ m ( orne&ihia *, nr (h« 
Crmv a* sir* Wii* cellarf by the Islaial 


iUcc, and this i* a truly armzrng pann¬ 
ing for it* time. When Mooet panned 
hi* "Water hllie*" in I91A he sent the 
whole of our wet-kneed itsterhood into 
a permanem seream that here was a man 
who was the lorerunntr of absiraci im- 
pfevsiimrsnj. yet MancmiV canvif ^mted 
ten year* earlier, with tie thick festering 
*cah« of pai/il is compleufy ignored, 
yet here m a painting that would ncit 
even, even at this day. dngrace any con- 
iemp^fTMfy eghibititm of evmi garde ait. 

Renato Gutluio, the oft-proebumed 
Communist painter, i* showing his Jaicit 
hcan-teaiching* at McRobm* A Tun- 
nard'f at 34 Cutmn Street, WJ., and in 
tpfte of a helpful picts they arc not par- 
ijcularly good eith^ a* painling* or pro* 
darnalion* for Guuuto is mn mrust who 
demand* an cmotioftal judgmeni for hi* 
work and I cannot get worked op over 
these phoney worker* *eated at iheir 
collage table when lo much of Guittiso't 
work k limply ouf/ageou*]y bmii painting 
fr/r whether you call them winker* or 
fascist bciLii* tn the final analyst*, they 
rnuii be ludged a* painting*. Guttoio 
was one of John Ikrger'i kv* fiappier 
find* and when 1 *ugge*led lo the dealer 
iltai Gutiuso had been inffuenced by 
Jack brnuh he hall raised his hand* in 
horror yet ai the time tftal Gutiii»o was 
Uuti rn tjttndrfn lack Siriiih wa* one of 
Bcfgar'i Nue eyrd boys *o that it would 
have been only natuiaf that Berger 
sfmuld fiavf shown him hnutb * work 
and innkty fiutfuioV 'Jiof'' appears to 
me lo he * had parody of Smiih- 

ffi H(7I f inirhei wa* railriaHJed into 
pneoft on a political frarr^t up and while 
irtiide fia painted * f^iwl full (4 applr* 
aivJ pornsgraitjlts Ihine hiiicr apple i 
laslnig ntie upon umnlm m the rough 
clay bowf speak more for Coufl*et s 
liefiefs than all I lie phoney |Njhin.aJ 
heruh/ut* of our eiinirnitleil paimris f tir 
1 our net % clay bowl still ccfiiies the un 
tferi wf»ecl of I tie unskilled potter arul 
tfie crtide kiln that baked ific brown clay 
and Ole Nfler applr* wiOon iht bowl are 
f ourt^t s ciernal meiidaslo while Gut- 
luso. Ida Ole poets uf Oic 'fhtrKei, can 
only |(v# us a fomandciied vcriiori of 
''Oie workers" bui (ojkomi* tahla rrever 
fell Oie tools of a carpenter m Oie cliHhe* 
tfial urver In* cardboard tigiirei the Kred 
hrigar* of i lador, while i ou#bet's crude 
and iwiiiwl howl Is an * 1 * 111*1 smig of 
protc^ 

Aarni;a Miivm 


They did «Ad tfeaey dadet^ I dedgxd 
i geppoee rte lunLr/* hevt 
Agam iSLo Foamevf *" 

A* a fluiaer et fea n \ a 

worker** staic / 

Tbo* Cbe Tuii> Ocoffc o/ikr mas 
eoceeeeiuL^ 

"Wc^ tfecy isad a leader who 
coenipc. He kd tkyem *««> / 

T uJwsyi mjd fhai Lo<^ firoMeu*. 
Trixsky a* be calkd bmmif lisew. was 
a twisEer .' 

“If w^a* 0 ^f Trotsky.• 

"Do US tdl me dual 

Leem* . . . 

"He, au. if wam't cither ctf th«. ^ 
was SulisiL" 

"Never heard of hsaL** 

"ft was mm aai HiiScr that mwie 
tbi^ bad " 

"I laippose Hickr was aauther agese 
uf the captcaliiCi ^ 

"N'o he was a Nauccai SocaaJs*i “ 
"These pwaotic Socolssu were always 
dsisgeroBSi. Do you koow we acxuaiiy 
i 3 ad some »ipporung the 'I 4 -'J« war?" 

"Socne were in the OovenwanM is the 
kasi war * 

“Whaif Do you tseas to say we had 
another war ... or, perhaps you mean 
a crviJ wa/?* 

No, ft was a w'lr a^iiisc Hiti^ 
about PoUnd." 

"Well, t doat oppose a vcc»fker*' 
State, however corrupt* would let HiUcr 
take Poiand" 

They ff^t m with hn," 

“Oh weiL I suppose h was pretty 
bad/ 

I was born in so I gave htm my 
comsdered yjdgmem. ^Prmy badr 
"Porson gas ww* the ibsiog/ he sasd. 
"No. They didnT use 
"So the lemgise aaoaiJy succeeded •n 
getung it outlawed . . . J suppose that 
was the Labour Governoaem and now 
we're well on the way to dnannaowi-* 
f looked up to the roof hm hdp never 
came. The bustards izk«I be having a 
t^ break. 

"Dkf Labour Govemroem mbt^ish 
c 3 pfialifin?“ 

"No. They never/ 

That'* wim cooief of ignoring good 
rtMTO like Eajoosay MacDonald and Ptillip 


1 

V*iwTirn Theg wwido^ oich 

A hupp** " 

1 remer^hsTod whaei my oid mai\ 

said ** r^;*K and rci*“i- ae* 

pemiuic St He wmaj'f in *o,i idmiw Iw 
nnd bad lar^uagr. 

"Of course, you'fil stdi hav< 
c«xipio>mci« MAi poverty m that 
‘'No. We never had ^ so good 
I caa ikunk cm " 

"How do you ni cvr* ‘you never 
:i ^ good ? Do rJae sM^ers own 

«f p rc d uen oti^ Has *hc ho«*i^^ 

problea* been solved?" | 

’ Nosie of them Uncigi L**ico Dadl 
Tiuofs haven't turned ossc like you and 
ai! chose geezers m ihc Pregresa Hall 
they wouid." 1 

'Have ^^hey HemifUr worse'* ' 4 

"111 iofne fhangs yc*. is Kioie fhaot*^ 
fio. W‘e haven't bu^ lensiaieiii y^ by 
any mean* but we shan't kt t h e m de 

njoissh wteat we have boiAi^-" 

"Do >o« nacan the ^ark;jig-daas are 
sriH pamcipatiiig m the clmss-smsigie?'* 
"Do yom mtnd, Dad? There aisiT no 
ciass-su^gie C3uept to umvei hm <mi a 
locond-cia** fickef, but we are hoMmg 
tm to wtw we've gc* mad we dots t truat 
them whai kad os any more. As loof 
ms (Hiht* are so good, well tag mlong 
oa the gravy train of tedhes. wmshiag- 
fmehmes and what-have-you, but 1 thsak 
if anythiof goes wrong —they've had if! 
Com to tl»t we've all had it.** 

The zombie s eeBied to uiidersund what 
I wm* talkini abooi for he smiled and 
^oeed has eyes and seemed to skep, . . . 

From above there ivas a clatter and 
a narrow shaft of hghc 

A voice called "Are you there Harryt” 
"Where else couki 1 ruddy well be?** I 
replied. 

The shaft cjf ligftt fell os the co&l 
T he while face of the ‘zombk* turned to 
pmrdUDeoc aisd booe. the parchmeoc 
flowed into putrescence which cosigeajed 
into a powder; which enunhied away, 
leaving ootlung but dost lining the codiii. 
J pkked up m hmixifuL 
"At kast you're ooc radio-active. 
Dad/ f said. 

iOi 04 Rog&fSPN. 



Questions of a Partv 
Man' 

The Party Is an undefikd well. 

Does this mean 
1 need no kmger tsasfa? 

The Party is mighty rock. 

Am I then one grain of dust 
damned to inaction? 

The Party is the mind of our class 
Am I then to have nothing 
under my scalp? 

The Party is ultimate voice. 

Am 1 only a trembling 
mute membrane? 

The Party is ultimate authority. 

Must 1, a shoemaker. 

Ask the Central Committee 
how to make shoes? 

Must I. a gardener, 
ask how to tend apjde and cherry 
trees? 

.Must I. a musician, 
explain the dancing notes in my 
head? 

The Party is right. 

Is he who stands at the top of the 
hierarchy 
always ri^t? 

The Party is monolith. 

Am I a renegade 
Every time I doubt? 

—WncTon WttfuJS^YLaKJ. 
tPo Prtmu. Warsaw. 1956) 

Beast in an Enclosure 

1 am lost like a beast io an eiKlcKure. 

Somewhere are people, freedom and light. 
Ik'hind me is the noise of pursuit. 

And there is no way ouL 

Dark forest by the shore of the lake. 

Stump of fallen hr tree. 

Here I am cut off from everything. 

Whatever shall be is the same to me. 

But what wicked thing have I done. 

I, the murderer and villain? 

I, who force the whole world to cry 
Over the beauty of my land. 

But, in any case. I am near my grave. 

And I believe the lime will come 
Wlien the spirit of good will conquer 
Wickedness and infamy. 

—pAsrtJWAK. 

Moscow 1958 
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. The populaiio/i ol the MusJJjn dj:»‘ 
. cricts reiuJiated by staging several 
pratesL marches, Natiorialisi 

fla^ and shouting pro-FX.N, slo- 
Ir was n4> longer an “.AJgerfan 
Ali^cna” they were demaiiding but 
a ’^•Muslim Algeria'’. They were 
prevented from entering Earopean 
districhi by Uis Paratroopers, who 
did noi hesitate to fire on them, 
whereas only tear-gas had been used 
against the European demonsiniiors. 
When people feel hiuniliated they 
usually look for someone weaker 
than they whom they can humiliate, 
and the Muslims vented their anger 
on the Jews living in their disirict: 
the Synagogue und a good many 
Jewish shops were v\Tecked and lan- 
sacked, and the tombs of the Jewish 
cemetery were desecraied. At the 
time of wTitiQg, the total number of 
casualties amounts to some 90 killed 
(only half a dozen of A^ hom are 
Europeans) and several hundreds of 
wounded—and those are only the 
official estimates. 

The first lesson to be drasvn from 
this outburst of popular anger is 
that Nationalisi feelings in both 
camps are much more exacerbated 
than General de Gaulle has hitheno 
cared to admit. The demonstrations 
of French "uJtra''-Nationalism had 
been expected; but ii is the first time 
since the beginning of the rebellion 
that the ustEally tame and conform¬ 
ing Muslim populadon of Algiers 
has venrured so overtly and boldly 
to proclaim its anti-French feelings. 

they ask,, 'If die settlers aje 
allowed to oppose General de 
Gaulle and stare iheir claims for "in- 
xegranon\ should we nor have the 
right to speak up in favour of an 
independent Algeria?” 

Beneath this political hostility 
there li^, however, a deep racial 
hatred, laid bare bv the anti-Jew^ish 
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Algeria z The End of a Myth 


loutiug^ on the oue hand, and on the: 
other, by the Jynching-sprees and the 
fact that the Army, which was sup¬ 
posed 10 remai/i an impanial iusiru- 
meni of de Gaulle's conciliatory 
policy, proved soft enough with the 
EuropeahL demons tra tors but sav¬ 
agely repressed the Muslims, as the 
list oi casualties shows. It is un¬ 
likely that this ever-widening gap 
between the rwo main communities 
of Algeria will be bridged in the 
near future—it is even more un¬ 
likely that de Gaulle's ambiguous 
policy is in anv way helping to solve 
the problem, ^ For the violence of 
the racial reactions in Algiers w'as 
due to fear on the European side 
and to humiiiailon on the Muslim 
side, and de Gaulle's attitude docs 
everything except appease these 


feelings. 

Whatever the Muslim masses 
may have thought of the F.L.N. in 
the beginning, its cause has now 
wholly become theirs, and what tliey 
are unanimously fighting for is not 
a set of piecemeal reforms, but u 
w'holesale recognition of their revo¬ 
lution as the expression of iheir dig¬ 
nity, Nothing shon of such a recog¬ 
nition—and of a withdmw'al of the 
French troops—will ever bring peace 
to Algeria. 

At the same time, the troops can 
only be withdrawn if the European 
settlers rest assured that iheir dig^ 
nity will be respected by the future 
independent Algerian governmem— 
and these guarantees can only be 
obtained through direct negodadons 
with the leaders of the rebellion. 


whorn they refuse to recognii^ 
anything but a bunch of criminals. 
Only a frank discussion with the 
F.L.N. might have a chance of satis¬ 
fying the Muslims, and eventually of 
reassuring the Europeans. But de 
GaulJe is obviously no more pre¬ 
pared than the settlers to enter into 
such negoiiatjons. 

His policy is based on the mis¬ 
taken notion that a ""Third force" of 
liberal Europeans and moderate 
Muslims might be entrusted with 
the task of governing Algeria and 
operating a progressive recondlia- 
lion between the tw^o conimuniiies. 
The Muslims w'ould be granted a 
larger pan in the administration of 
their owm coumry, but the F,L.X. 
would not be officially recognised 
and the French army would remain 


PEOPLE AND IDEAS 


Parenthetical Note on Coppers 


and the Missing Middle 


*"Nirw, even ai Hte rhk oj behtu 
ehsrgeU by our coHausui: and comrade 
C.W, bdns supcifadi and utop- 
Imu we feel ihar q Freedom 

wer^ an Annual injuead of a 
(md had a year to think about the 
relaViomhlp of ajtsrciusni to the police 
in the 6(i's of the lOih Century before 
committitiii oar thoughts to paper^ 
would still pome to the conclusion that 
the only lising to do u'n/i the police 
force {as with the armed forces}j is to 
abolish it! l¥e are fully aWare that 
this is not a very pracricaF suggestion, 
but when suggestions in fact are prac¬ 
tical to the inniotes of a lunatic 
asyluni!'' 

pREEDo.vfs Ediioricd on 
ajid Public. 

Yji^ELL the practical thmg ro do about 
^ people in a Itinaric asylum is to 
gci them out, and ihe fact that the idea 
of lunaiic asylums has long dnee given 
way 10 that of mental hospitals, and jhar 
this concept is being ovenaken by that 
of ’"community care"', suggests ihai there 
are advantages in the plodding "pracri- 
cal” approach. And perhaps the best 
thing to do m a society where, as the 
editorial "the public as a whole 

w'ould not dre^ of being without its 
police force*' (and for that matter where 
a majoriiy approves the death penally 
and would like to reintroduce judicial 
flo^ng) is not to a^ume that they arc 
iimadcs, but to work on the hypothesis 
that, chrough jneriip, leaf, propaganda, 
lack of imagination, habit, or history, 
they are saddled with a system of soci^ 
and economic organisation which creates 
as many problems as it solves. If lunacy 
is to be defined as extreme mental abnor¬ 
mality, and since every country in the 
world has p system of coercive law- 
i 5 nf 0 fpcipcj!)t, we are rhe abnonnal ones, 
and if you belike that our present task 
Is, as P.R pu^ it, to transform aw- 
chism from a minority sea to a social 
force, or as I f^t it last year, "to pm 
anarchism hack into the Intellectual 
bloodstream, into the field of ideas which 
Mt taken seriously" you have to say 
rather more than Abolish the Police, 
which, though it may give us a cosy 
feeling of revolutionary rectitude, leaves 
ouf fitllow-citiaens (assuming that we are 
addressing them and hot talking lO our¬ 
selves) in a scale sontething between be- 
wildermeni and derision. 

It is rather like falling asleep m front 
of the television We see ihe liile of 
the play and then drop off, and when 
we wake up and look at the screen, 
someone Is fioatiiiig about in a balloon. 
But what are those vague shapes down 
below? Cloudsj njoumain ranges, ob- 
stades surmounced, or just categorical 
imperauves -abd hurrah-wards? What 
is he doing up there? We want to come 
down to earth, bui all the ballast has 
been ihrown overboard, and before we 
have ^^ptpd what is going on it’s The 
End. &c<ht lilies, time and com- 
m^chik ^mohing about less thinking 
and moce action. Next day someone 
saia "Smatsbmg play on the telly last 
night". “’Missed it/' we reply, still wmi- 
dering about the missing middle. 

The editorial is quiio righL I would 
like a year to think abOLUi the relation¬ 
ship of anarchism to the police, or rather 
to Ideas alsout law, Jaw enforcement and 
social coniroi. It is a question central 
to anarchism as a social phQosophy, and 
the fact that EJizbacher's study of the 


ideas of seven anarchist thinkers reveals 
seven dtft'crcni aithudes to it makes me 
think that it is not ali that simple. If, 
on the other hand wc are talking about 
anarchism as an individual attitude, the 
question becomes much clearer. The 
liistr thing to do is to tiy^ to avoid having 
recount to the machinery of law and 
law-enforcement, the second thing to do 
h to seek the means of protecting our¬ 
selves from this machinery, and one 
way of doing this is by supporting ^e 
campaign for the limitation of police 
powers. And in this connection I would 
rather leam the nature of the evidence 
submitted by the National Council for 
Civil Liberties to the Royal Commission 
on the Police than the fact that the 
NCCL shares the general view that xhe 
police force is a necessary body. The 
KCCL has already run out of copies of 
its evidence (encotiraging sign) but 1 
gather that it cites eases or "irregular" 
police methods similar to those described 
in the House of Commons on 19/U/59 
in the debate which gave rise lO the 
^ppoiniment of the Royal Commission, 
and that it deniands the establishment 
of some kind of effective independent 
tribunal to deal with complaints about 
the police. Another report Issued last 


NO 


'FREEDOM** NEXT 
WEEK 


This issue oi Freedom is Vol, 21, 
No. 52, but it so happens that this 
year there are 53 Saturdays and so 
there should be an is^iie dated 
December 3ist for good measure! 

To bring out issue No. 53 on 
December 31st would have meaut 
having most of it set-up in type by 
December 23rd, as the printing 
trade will be dosed down for the 
holidays from that date until Dec¬ 
ember 2Sth. If we started type¬ 
setting on December 28th then we 
would not be able to dispatch that 
issue until the following Wednes¬ 
day. only a day before we are due 
to dispamh the January 7th issue ! 

As the technical difficulties seem 
overwhelming, we have reluctantly 
decided not to bring put the issue 
of Freedom for December 31st, 
1960. 
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week by ffic Cammiucc of Justice, the 
British ^'Ciiou oi the JnEcrnational Coru- 
mission of Jurists, alleges “brainwashing 
in miniature" by the police, and ii will 
bu interesiing to sec whai, when j[ i.ssuei 
Its final report, the Royal Commission 
has to say about the volume of evidence 
pul before it—and what actiOfi the gov¬ 
ernment takes. 

But what action do we take? I think 
that the "informed aciion" that the 
anarchists can most usefully undertake 
at this stage is probably to prepare a 
pamphlet—for ourselves as much os for 
our fellow-cttizens—on what exactly the 
police can gei away with—a son of port¬ 
able Ombudsman, on the principle that 
forewarned is forearmed. 

Such activities have nothing to do with 
sophistry about ends and means, they are 
useful ends in themselves and need no 
other justincarloQ. There remains, how¬ 
ever, the question of the missing middie 
in the anarchist argument. One can 
hardly deny that the police fulfil certain 
social fuaeiions, but as anarchists, we 
would assen that their primujry purpose 
is to fulnil governmental functions: Mr. 
John Coatman's miserably sycophantic 
volume The Police in the Hon^e Univer¬ 
sity Library declares, for instance that our 
police syjiient is "the pith and marrow 
of the English conduct of govermnent” 
and that the coppers themselves are the 
"guardians of the established system of 
government”. My first step would there¬ 
fore be to see how a social rather than 
governmental system of law-enforcement 
and 'social control would operate, and 
this would involve studying the history 
and disadvantages of non-institutiiorval- 
ised social control mechanisms like the 
vigilantes, and do-ii-yourself systems of 
law-enforcement like the feud. But be¬ 
fore 1 could take even this first step, 1 
would have to find a saiisfaccory defini¬ 
tion of “law” and “crime", etc., law as 
govemmenial edict, law as the concept 
Of social norms, crime as that which is 
illegal, crime as that which is anti-social 
—^two very different things. I would have 
to examine Durthem's view' that crime 
is iuelf a social nOrm, “a factor in pub¬ 
lic health, an inte^al pan of all healthy 
societies”, that a criraeless ^cieiy would 
be dn qssi&cd society with an unimagin- 
sbk degree of social conformity, and 
that “crime implies not only that the 
way remains open to necessary changes 
but that in cenoin cases it directly pre¬ 
pares these changes". 1 w'ouEd have to 
examine the view not only that society 
makes its criminals, but that it needs 
them, and that this is why society 
‘■■seduces" its deviant individuals into the 
“acting-bui" of criminal roles, why it 
interferes with or seeks to pm vent any¬ 
thing which would really proniise to pre* 
vent .delinquency, J would have, as Ruth 
Bissler puts k, “to establish proof of the 
yicarioais graiificaijon which the ■nom 
criminal’ group derives from the aciiojos 
of the criminal group”. 

If 1 want to fill m the missing emddie 
of the anarchist argument for the aboli¬ 
tion of the -police {as oppo^d to the 
exprii^idn of a persona I antipathy 
^ards their cx^ence), I will have' to 
ffinow all ihe^ lines of ap^Oach to the 
cemral question of the rclaiiofi of the 
individual to social pressures and of 
wkl fiottns and govemmenial impera¬ 
tive. TW faa that this vs a longer and 
ba£der inrmulacmg slo^ns, 

and that It r^ulrss 
poi ^cct i4$ 


until peace was oomipjiricly 
Bui a stands to reason>Jt 
project cannoi ^ca^^urc ihd , 
cans who feel thui- nswin^ ;rt 1 
proportion in ntunbers^ 
Muslims t'Jf. J nuUlon £uro 
un independent and represca 
Algerian govcmmeni wouia j 
or later, und legally* com* 
control of the .Arab 
alisii. can the 

craving for justice and equa 
satisfied v^ith the proirus^j 
more “free*’ eiectioa unaer 
conirol, and s few- more 
from the political cake, lit 
true to say ffiai th* F.L.N, , 
hurry to stop the war, us it r 
by eniering the Algerian gos c 
through the buck'door. 
ieadersi feel they can gain 
more by cominuing the bio 
than by ending it; what 
ah poh rfcians, are mtcrcsied i 
not peace but power), tn u:: 
the fact remains that the 
Force” dreamt of by de C.i| 
nothing but a myth, which 
been bloodily exploded 
Algerian riots. The General 
ever, shows all signs of 
chosen to remain aloof from : 
issue and confident in the 
power of his Word: in the 
ferocious political jungle, 
the figure of a unicorn. ! 
only the true face of -Algeria 
has just been disclosed to ih 
but also tlie dangerous 
maniac dream which has 
General de Gaulle’s policy 
beginning and is now prompt] 
with the idea of his next 
swindle—the fonheoming 
dum on the future of AJgeria. 
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Announcemei 


LONDON ANARCHIST 
GROUP and MALATESTA 
DEBATLNG SOCIETY 

IMPORTANT 
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD 
in basement, 5, Caledcriian Road, 
(near lCins'!> Cross Station) 
Sundays ai 7.30 p.ra* 


All micorne. 

1961 

JAN. i—Jeremy We stall on 
A UNIVERSITY LIBERTARIAN 
MOVEMENT? 


London Anarchist Group 
AN EXPERIMENT IN 
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION 
MEETINGS 


Ij’/ Thursday of each month at S p*yfi. 
At Jack and Mary Stevenson's, 

6 Siaimon Road, Eofidd, Middx. 

Last Wednesday of each momh sf 
S p,m. 

At Dorothy Barasfs, 

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N,L 
Irr Wednesday of dock month at 3 p.m^ 
Ai Gotin Ward*s, 

33 EUerby Street, Fulham, S,W.6. 


Study Group on Non-Violent 
Defence 


(Orgtmised by €NF>) 

Every Thursday ai S p.m. at 
IS Campden Grov^ W.S. 
AdTnt&ion If-. 
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